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Call for Application 2026 - Scholarship Funds

Volcani International Partnerships (Trustees and Friends of Agricultural Research at the Volcani
Institute - VIP) invites research students, interns, and researchers at Volcani Institute to apply for
a scholarship or research grant from the funds below. VIP is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to advancing agricultural innovation and sustainability through global collaborations. As the
international arm of the Volcani Institute, VIP connects Israeli agricultural expertise with partners
worldwide to address food security, climate resilience, and sustainable farming challenges. One
of its flagship initiatives, ReGrow Israel, founded after October 7th, focuses on supporting
farmers in Israel's western Negev region by rebuilding after the tragedy, and integrating
cutting-edge agricultural technologies to foster resilience. Through research, strategic
partnerships, and capacity-building programs, VIP drives impactful solutions that enhance
agricultural productivity and sustainability in Israel and globally. As part of our mission, we also
organize and manage this scholarship grant fund with our dear Trustees to support the next
generation of agricultural researchers at Volcani Institute.

Note: While referred to throughout this document as “scholarships,” these awards recognize
excellence in academic achievement and agricultural research at the Volcani Institute.

7 Application Deadline: Thursday, May 14, 2026
No late submissions will be accepted.

> Incomplete applications (such as those missing documents) will be rejected.
> Applications must be submitted through the form HERE for all grants & HERE for
Emmanuel Shemin Z'L grant.

For further questions and inquiries, please email: scholarships@vipartnerships.org
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Scholarships and Research Grants 2026

1. Shulamit and Lieutenant General Haim Laskov Z”L Scholarship Fund

T
The fund was established in 2018 in memory of Shulamit Laskov and
Lieutenant General Haim Laskov Z'L. It aims to assist researchers and
students of agricultural research, while ensuring diversity in the field and
supporting minority groups.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to students studying for a masters degree, or
doctoral students who are in their first two years of study. Applicants must be registered at one
of the higher education institutions and performing research at the Volcani Institute.

Students who belong to one of the following populations are eligible for the scholarship:

e Students who immigrated from Ethiopia or whose parents immigrated from there

e New immigrants, who moved to Israel less than five years ago (not including time served in
a national service)

e Students from minority communities

This scholarship does not require a minimum average grade
Maximum Recipients Annually: 3

Scholarship Amount: Annual stipend of 75,000 NIS (masters) and 105,000 NIS (doctorate) for
between two years and four years, respectively, or the remainder of the degree.

The stipend will be awarded from the designated supervisor’s budget in the Volcani Institute
each academic year. The stipend amount will be the lesser between maximum scholarship
amount according to the protocols of the university where the recipient is studying or the
amount above.

Note to the Designated Supervisors: The scholarship fund will transfer 25,000 NIS or 35,000
NIS, depending on the degree for which the recipient is studying, each academic year. This is
contingent on the recipient continuing his studies and research in the same academic year. In
return, the designated supervisor will pay the scholarship to the recipient according to the
terms above.
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2. Naomi and Yehoram Gorodisky Z"L Scholarship Fund

The fund was established in 2016 in the late memory of Naomi and Yehoram
Gorodisky Z'L. Yehoram was a member of one of the founding families of
Rehovot. The fund was created to commemorate the couple’s memory and
to memorialize Naomi's vast contribution to the Institute of Postharvest and
Food Sciences. She was also given the nickname “Queen of Vegetable
Storage” and was known to have a broad knowledge of creating the
infrastructure for storing almost all vegetable crops in Israel. Each year it is awarded to
graduate, doctoral, and postdoctoral research students at the Agricultural Research
Organization in the field of storage of agricultural produce after harvesting.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a research student (masters, doctoral or post-doc)
who is performing research at the Volcani Institute in the field of storage of agricultural
produce after harvesting.

Maximum Recipients Annually: 2

Scholarship Amount: A total of 50,000 NIS, consisting of 30,000 NIS awarded as a personal
grant and 20,000 NIS provided as a donation to the research budget for the purchase of
equipment or other supplies.
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3. Professor Gad Loebenstein Z"L Scholarship Fund

The fund was established in 2010 by the late Professor Gad Loebenstein,
who established the Department of Virology in the Institute of Plant
Protection at the Agricultural Research Organization. Among other
things, he was a professor of microbiology at the Faculty of Agriculture
of Hebrew University and Tel Aviv University, director of the Institute of
Plant Protection at the Agricultural Research Organization, head of the
Agricultural Research Organization, and the chief scientist of the Ministry
of Agriculture. The scholarship is awarded to doctoral students or postdoctoral interns
performing research work at the Agricultural Research Organization in virology and/or plant
molecular biology.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a doctoral student or a postdoctoral student, who
is performing his research at the Volcani Institute, in the fields of:

e Virology - Relating to natural resistance mechanisms in plants in order to identify the
mechanism behind the resistance to viruses and the substance(s) responsible for this
resistance

® Molecular Plant Biology - Relating to using plants as a platform to express new properties
by molecular methods for the purpose of improving varieties or creating new agricultural
products

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1

Scholarship Amount: 20,000 NIS
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4. Professor Gerald Stanhill Z"L Scholarship Fund

The fund was established in 2023 by the family of the late Professor Gerald

Stanhill to commemorate his research in the field of agricultural
| meteorology. He joined the Agricultural Research Organization in 1959,
directed the Department of Agricultural Meteorology between 1963-1978,
and directed the Institute for Soil, Water, and Environmental Sciences
between 1978-1980. Throughout his research career, he published more
than 170 research articles between 1955-2019 in the fields of evaporation,
solar radiation, and their impact on agriculture, climate change, and
radiation changes.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a doctoral student in the field of soil, water, and
environmental sciences.

e Priority will be given to issues related to agricultural meteorology, water consumption of
crops, evaporation, and solar radiation in an agricultural aspect.

e A scholarship recipient cannot be awarded the same scholarship again unless more than 4
years has passed.

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1

Scholarship Amount: 9,000 NIS per year for 2 years or the remainder of the degree if less

This prize will be awarded as a one-time payment and is valid for the current year only.
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5. KANAT - The Insurance Fund for Natural Risks in Agriculture Scholarship

KANAT - The Insurance Fund for Natural Risks in Agriculture has been
operating since 1967, originally as part of the Israeli government and then as
a private entity. KANAT is dedicated to the agricultural community and
holds the promotion of Israeli agriculture as one of the core pillars of its
vision. KANAT is committed to providing farmers with up-to-date tools in
order to allow them to keep Israeli agriculture at the forefront of
technological innovation. The purpose of the fund is to encourage research
in Israel in the fields related to natural damage in agriculture and the economic value of
agriculture, therefore fostering the professional affinity between KANAT and the recipients of
the scholarship, which KANAT regards as a professional reserve.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a research student studying for a masters degree
or a doctoral student who is performing his research at the Volcani Institute.

The research topic must be relevant to KANAT's fields of activity, and specifically protection
against natural damage or risk management in agriculture. The research can deal with various
aspects, including agricultural, managerial, economic, statistical and mathematical (risk theory).

The scope of the research can cover the following:

Technologies for damage prevention in agriculture

Insurance as an alternative to effective government support in agriculture
Agriculture as a tool for preserving limited natural resources

Agriculture as a tool to implement government policy

Insurance and risk management in Israeli agriculture

Crop and/or income insurance models in the agricultural sector

Damages in agriculture and their effect on the whole economy

The effect of insurance on the reduction of risk in agriculture and the increase in

supply

e Insurance as a support survey of the positions of international organizations (EU,
OECD, WTO)

e Evaluation of the effect of the government insurance subsidy on the percentage of
participation in the insurance program

e Global warming and its effect on agriculture

Maximum Recipients Annually: Undefined

Scholarship Amount: 20,000 NIS annually - the scholarship will be divided between one or
more recipients, according to the committee’s recommendation. This prize will be awarded as
a one-time payment and is valid for the current year only.
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6. Prof. Gershon and Eugenia Mintz Z"L Scholarship Fund

Professor Gershon Mintz started the nematology lab at the Agricultural
Research Organization, originally in the Department of Phytopathology
and later on in the independent Department of Nematology under the
Institute of Plant Protection. He established this fund through a legacy
gift in order to encourage the continued work of
graduate/postgraduate students or young researchers engaged in
agricultural research in the field of nematology at the Agricultural
Research Organization.

Criteria: The research grant will be awarded to a student conducting research at the
Agricultural Research Administration - Volcani Center in the field of Nematology.

The scholarship is intended for students pursuing a master's degree, doctoral degree, or
postdoctoral research.

A recipient of this scholarship may not receive it again until three years have passed since their
previous award.

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1

Scholarship Amount: Between 10,000 NIS (personal scholarship for a student) and 20,000 NIS
(research or scientific empowerment grant)
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7. Haim Gvati Z"L Scholarship Fund

The fund was created in memory of Haim Gvati, who was the chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Volcani International Partnerships (VIP)
for many years. The fund is awarded annually to graduate/postgraduate
students or young researchers at the Agricultural Research Organization
focusing on the development of new/improved fruit & vegetable
‘ varieties or the extension of produce shelf life.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a research student studying for his Master’s

Degree or a doctoral student who is performing his research at the Volcani Institute, in the
fields of:

e New varieties of fruits and vegetables and/or the improvement of common varieties
e Extending the shelf life of fruits and vegetables

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1
Scholarship Amount: 10,000 NIS

This prize will be awarded as a one-time payment and is valid for the current year only.
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8. Professor Eliyahu Swirski Z”L and Rahel Scholarship Fund

The fund was established in 1986 by the late Professor Eliyahu
Swirsky and his wife, Rachel. In 1994, he won the Israel Prize for
Agricultural ~ Research ~ “for  his  contributions to the
entomological research in Israel and the world and to the
protection of plants and the environment." Together with his
colleagues, his work brought natural enemies of agricultural
pests to Israel, reducing the use of toxic pesticides. This
scholarship is awarded annually to graduate/postgraduate
research students in the Department of Entomology at the
Agricultural Research Organization.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to a research student studying for his Master’s
Degree or a doctoral student who is performing his research at the Volcani Institute, in the field
of entomology (and in the Entomology department).

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1

Scholarship Amount: 4,000 NIS
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9. Doctor Hannah Koyumdjisky Z"L Scholarship Fund

The Fund was established in 2020 by Dr. Hannah
Koyumdljisky Z"L. Dr. Koyumdjisky, served for many years
as a leading researcher in the Pedology Department of the
Soil and Woater Sciences Institute at the Agricultural
Research Organization. She contributed to groundbreaking
research on the formation and distribution of soils in Israel.
The purpose of the Fund is to support students conducting
research in soil, water, and environmental sciences at the
Agricultural Research Organization.

Criteria: Master's or doctoral research student conducting their research at Volcani Institute, in
the field of soil and water sciences.

Maximum Recipients Annually: 1
Scholarship Amount: 5,000 NIS

A previous recipient of the scholarship may not reapply until three (3) years have passed since
their last award.
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10. The Emmanuel Shemin Z"L Scholarship Fund

The fund was established by Emmanuel Shemin Z'L, who worked in
Israel in the field of agriculture for 33 years. Shemin understood the
potential in organic crops and established Genesis Seeds LTD, which
supplies the international seed industry with excellent quality organic
seeds, with Dr. Isaac Nir in 1993. Shemin believed that Israel would be a
global hub for organic seed exports in the future.

Criteria: The scholarship will be awarded to farmers, agricultural
extension professionals, and research students in the fields of ornamental plants, gardening,
organic agriculture, and other subjects related to production, with an emphasis on scientific
innovation.

The purpose of the fund is to promote and impart knowledge in these fields. It will be
advanced through the awarding of scholarships designed to assist with expenses for
short-term training programs, either in Israel or abroad (travel expenses, conferences, training,
etc.). All knowledge acquired with the fund'’s support is intended for the development of Israeli
and international agriculture and will be available to the public.

e A scholarship will not be awarded until three (3) years have passed since the previous
award.

e Within one month after completing the training program, the scholarship recipient must
submit a report, in writing and in English.

e The recipient will be required to present the report orally to the fund’s committee, in
English.

Maximum Recipients Annually: Undefined

Scholarship Amount: 2000 NIS - 6000 NIS
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